








I began my fellowship shortly before the 2024 presidential election, so my work with 
Trustees has been largely shaped by efforts to anticipate and respond to a myriad of 
new issues. Despite the challenges from the current administration, I have learned so 
much from the resilience of the Trustees team and the impactful strategic litigation 
Trustees pursues. I’ve worked with Trustees staff attorneys to understand how to 
prepare for a chaotic administration change, how to develop case strategies to deal 
with complicated legal and factual issues, and how to work collaboratively in coalitions 
to pursue both litigation and policy goals. 

My first year with Trustees has been filled with opportunities to learn from experienced 
attorneys and assist with complicated legal issues. I’ve had the chance to draft research 
memoranda, a comment letter, and assist with legal briefs. The attorneys have provided 
insightful feedback on my writing and have helped me grow as a lawyer. I also 
developed my oral advocacy skills when I gave oral public comment at an Alaska Board 
of Game meeting. Trustees has provided opportunities for me to connect with partners 
and clients through attending the Arctic Defense Campaign annual meeting, the Alaska 
Mining Impacts Network Conference, and the Public Interest Environmental Law 
Conference. 

I look forward to continuing to grow and learn from the Trustees team in the final year 
of my fellowship. 

Megan Mason Dister
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Donor Spotlight - Rich Seifert 

With the support of monthly donors like Rich Seifert, Trustees for Alaska can provide legal expertise, strategic support, and legal representation to 
protect and defend Alaska’s lands, waters, animals, communities, and ways of life. Thank you, Rich, for your commitment to Trustees for Alaska!

Rich Seifert has advocated for sustainable communities through a range of work, from teaching about and promoting safe and energy-efficient home 
building to advocating for a cooperative market that makes access to nutritious food more stable and affordable to Fairbanks residents. He got his 
bachelor’s degree in physics in Pennsylvania before moving to Alaska to study engineering physics at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Soon after 
graduating, he took a job as a professor at the Fairbanks campus where he taught, researched, and conducted public service from 1973 to 2010, and is 
now professor emeritus. Rich is a true community organizer, bringing experts and thinkers together to write well-reasoned opinion pieces in the local 
newspaper, and endorsing pro-renewable energy candidates for office or seats on the local utility boards. He continues to advocate for communities 
and the health of Earth. He also travels widely and loves to spend time birding and writing letters to the editor on issues that matter to him. 

“We can never do enough to protect our precious 
planet, but we need to prioritize our efforts. I know 
what Trustees for Alaska can do for us, so I put my 
faith in them. I donate to Trustees because they’re 
the lawyers protecting Alaska landscapes, wildlife, 
and ways of life for over 50 years now. I feel deep 
gratitude to this nonprofit law firm founded in and 
focused on Alaska issues, and to all who work for the 
planet’s peace and protection.”   

“We can never do enough to protect our precious 
planet, but we need to prioritize our efforts. I 
know what Trustees for Alaska can do for us, so I 
put my faith in them. I donate to Trustees 
because they’re the lawyers protecting Alaska 
landscapes, wildlife, and ways of life for over 50 
years now. I feel deep gratitude to this nonprofit 
law firm founded in and focused on Alaska issues, 
and to all who work for the planet’s peace and 
protection.” 
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Statement of financial position
ASSETS

September 30, 2025 2024

Current Assets
 Cash and cash equivalents
Receivables: 
 Foundation grants
 Other receivables
 Intercompany receivable
Investments
Prepaid expenses
Property and equipment, net
Operating lease right-of-use asset

$ 305,290

$ 925,000
$ 16,135
-
$ 379,128
$ 14,192
$ 83,709
$ 434,328

$ 256,678

$ 125,000
$ 5,681
$ 11,300
$ 363,970
$ 23,270
$ 99,990
$ 513,847

TOTAL ASSETS $ 2,157,782 $ 1,399,736

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Liabilities 
 Accounts payable 
 Accrued payroll expenses
 Deferred revenue
 Finance lease liability 
 Operating lease liability 

$ 9,329
$ 93,343
-
-
$ 451,908

$ 19,372
$ 109,483
-
$ 2,985
$ 528,641

TOTAL LIABILITIES

Net Assets
Without donor restrictions
 Undesignated
 Board designated - operating reserves
 Net investment in property and equip.
With donor restrictions: 

$ 392,793
$ 150,000
$ 83,709
$ 976,700

$ 245,550
$ 150,000
$97,005
$246,700

TOTAL NET ASSETS

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

$ 554,580 $ 660,481

$ 1,603,202 $ 739,255

$ 2,157,782 $ 1,399,736

Revenue: 

Grants (61%)
Contributions (33.3%)
Special events (0%)
Program service revenue (5.2%)
Other (0.5%)

Total

$ 1,819,713
$ 992,319

$ 0
$ 156,352

$ 15,833

$ 2,984,217

Arctic and Climate Change (34%)
Clean Air and Water (17.1%)
Wild Lands and Wildlife (27.1%)
Administration (10.6%)
Fundraising (11.2%)

Total

$ 747,669
$ 375,893
$ 594,519
$ 233,518

$ 245,655

$ 2,197,254

Expenses:
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In gratitude
Thank you to the many generous individuals and foundations who make our work to protect the health of Alaska’s land, water, people and 
wildlife possible. We are incredibly grateful.

444S Foundation
Alaska Conservation Foundation
Charlotte Martin Foundation
Eaglemere Foundation
George H. and Jane A. Mifflin Memorial Fund
Glickenhaus Foundation
Harder Foundation
Holdfast Collective
New-Land Foundation
Patagonia
Tortuga Foundation
The Volgenau Foundation
WestWind Foundation
Wilburforce Foundation

Individual giving
We are honored by all of the people who contributed to Trustees this year through direct contributions, qualified charitable distributions, 
legacy gifts, monthly giving, stock donations, and workplace giving programs. Though we do not list the names of donors to protect their 
privacy, we recognize our ongoing supporters as essential to our work, and we are extremely grateful to partner with so many generous 
people.
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Clients

Alaska Community Action on Toxics
Alaska Marine Conservation Council
Alaska Wilderness League  
Alaska Wildlife Alliance  
Alaskans for Wildlife
Brooks Range Council
Canadian Parks & Wilderness Society–Yukon Chapter 
Center for Biological Diversity  
Conservation Lands Foundation 
Cook Inletkeeper  
Defenders of Wildlife
Earthworks
Environment America, Inc. 
Friends of Alaska National Wildlife Refuges
Friends of McNeil River
Gwich’in Steering Committee 
Kachemak Bay Conservation Society
Kuskokwim River Intertribal Fish Commission
National Audubon Society
National Parks Conservation Association
National Wildlife Federation
National Wildlife Refuge Association
Northern Alaska Environmental Center 
Ocean Conservancy
Salmon State
Sierra Club
Sovereign Iñupiat for a Living Arctic
The Wilderness Society
Wild Salmon Center
Wilderness Watch
Winter Wildlands Alliance

Alaska Quiet Rights Coalition 
Animal Legal Defense Fund
Arctic Audubon Society 
Audubon Alaska
Braided River 
Bristol Bay Economic Development Corporation
Bristol Bay Native Association
Bristol Bay Native Corporation
Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association
Center for American Progress
Center for Science and Public Participation
Chilkat Indian Village-Klukwan
Coalition to Protect America’s National Parks
Copper Country Alliance
Denali Citizens Council
Earthjustice
Environmental Investigation Agency
Eyak Preservation Council 
Fairbanks Climate Action Coalition
Food and Water Watch
Friends of the Earth
Great Old Broads for Wilderness – Alaska SOLES
Greenpeace
Humane Society of the United States
League of Conservation Voters
Lynn Canal Conservation
Native Movement
Native Peoples Action
Natural Resources Defense Council
Patagonia

Prince William Sound Stewardship Foundation
Salmon Beyond Borders
Seeding Sovereignty 
Southeast Alaska Conservation Council  
Susitna River Coalition
Tall Grass Institute (formerly First Peoples Worldwide)
The Alaska Center
The Nature Conservancy
The Pew Charitable Trusts
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership
Trout Unlimited
United Tribes of Bristol Bay
Water Protector Legal Collective 

Coalition partners
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FY25 Staff
Victoria Clark, Executive Director
Teresa Clemmer, Legal Director 
Tracy Lohman, Development Director  (through April)
Christin Swearingen, Development Director (starting in May)
Ashley Boyd, Administrative Director
Dawnell Smith, Communications Director
Madison Grosvenor, Communications Specialist
Brook Brisson, Senior Staff Attorney
Suzanne Bostrom, Senior Staff Attorney
Bridget Psarianos, Senior Staff Attorney
Joanna Cahoon, Staff Attorney 
Siobhan McIntyre, Staff Attorney
Michelle Sinnott, Staff Attorney
Lang Van Dommelen, Legal Assistant
Ashley Donovan, Legal Fellow
Megan Mason Dister, Legal Fellow

Chase Hensel, Ph.D., Chair 
Marlyn Twitchell, Vice-Chair
Anne Rothe, Secretary 
Jim Stratton, Treasurer
Michelle Meyer
M. James Spitzer Jr. 
Leonard Steinberg
Margaret Williams
Peg Tileston
Sophie Swope

FY25 Board of Directors

To view our current board members and their bios, visit 
https://trustees.org/board-of-trustees/

To view a list of staff, visit https://trustees.org/our-team/
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Contributing photographers

Alexis Bonogofsky
Bob Waldrop
Danielle Brigida
Gerrit Vyn
Gregory ‘Slobirdr’ Smith
J Schoen
Jayme Dittmar
Jovell Renny
Kay Hackney
Kristine Sowl
Lian Law
Lisa Hupp
Madison Grosvenor
Matt Cameron
NPS
Paxson Woelber
Ragen Davey
T. Vaughn
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Support Trustees

Keep up with Trustees

trustees.org/support

Subscribe to our newsletter
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/BIrdmeG/TrusteesForAk
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121 W Fireweed Lane, Suite 105
Anchorage, AK 99503

(907) 276-4244
Trustees.org


